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Schizophrenia is a mental disorder characterized by disorganized thinking, abnormal speech, and an inability
to understand reality. Other symptoms include false beliefs, hearing voices that others do not, reduced social
engagement and emotional expression, and lack of motivation.
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Childhood and early life. William Withey Gull was born on 31 December 1816 in Colchester, Essex. His
father, John Gull, was a barge owner and wharfinger and was thirty-eight years old at the time of William's
birth.
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